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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu! We hope
everyone had a great Christmas holiday and
rang in 2023 with family and friends.

At the end of December, we had HJM friend
Ron Takata stop by to teach a few members
how to make kadomatsu. Kadomatsu is a
traditional new years decoration that welcomes
ancestral spirits and symbolizes a new
beginning.

As some of you may recall, Ron made and
graciously donated multiple kadomatsu in 2020
so that HJM could fundraise with them. The
fundraising was a success, so learning how to
make kadomatsu this year can help us with
potential fundraising in the future, using the
bamboo from HJM’s bamboo patch.

While we were assembling the kadomatsu, our
friend Toku, who is a tea farmer on the
Hamakua Coast, stopped by for a visit. Toku
offered his help and showed us some of his
bamboo cutting and rope tying techniques.

A total of eight kadomatsu were made with the
bamboo, and supplies that Ron donated. The
largest kadomatsu was placed inside the temple
near the entrance.

The other kadomatsu that were made were
given as gifts of appreciation to various
organizations on the island who have helped
and supported us beyond the call of duty in
2022. These organizations are Bank of Hawaii,
HPM Building Supply, KTA Super Stores, and
the Honokaa Heritage Center.

Thank you Ron and Toku for a fun and
productive day!

BYLAWS COMMITTEE UPDATE

On January 15, the HJM Bylaws Committee
hosted a successful “talk story” about the
proposed Bylaws. Six members and members
of the HJM Bylaws Committee attended.

Be sure to send in your ballot for the Bylaws
vote now -- the deadline is January 31, 2023.

Also please remember to send in your 2023
membership dues and proxy (if you choose to
designate someone) as soon as possible!
Thank you for voting! - The HJM Bylaws
Committee



DECEMBER KONA LOW STORM
AFTERMATH

The weather forecasters weren’t kidding when
they reported that a “Kona Low” storm was
heading towards Hawaii.

On the evening of December 19th, winds began
picking up in the evening and by midnight, the
strong winds were in full force causing fallen
trees, blocked roadways, road closures and
prolonged power outages in the Hamakua
district.

When HJM members Sandy Takahashi and
Pickens Kehrer visited the temple to see if there
were any damages, they were shocked to see
the aftermath of the powerful winds.

HJM did not escape the storm. Several pieces
of siding on the Hilo side of the temple blew off,
and exposed the underlying wood of the
temple’s exterior. The outer layer of the choba
room’s door peeled off almost completely.

Tree branches, scrap metal roofing, the outside
workbench, large trash cans and their contents,
pages of the cemetery directory, and memorial
items left on the temple stairs were strewn
across the property.

Many pots, jars and vases in the cemetery were
toppled over and broken, scattered everywhere.

Sandy, Pickens and Cary Matsumoto went to
work immediately to clean up a good portion of
the grounds to make the property look
“presentable” for visitors stopping by to pay
their respects during the holidays.

Director Lani Matsumoto was on the mainland
at the time. She was notified immediately
regarding the damage. Within minutes of being
apprised, Director Matsumoto contacted
Kyodan President Mark Nakashima. She
advised him to contact HJM’s insurance carrier
directly to see if the siding damage is covered
by our policy. Director Matsumoto also asked
President Nakashima to organize a clean up
day to help pick up the rubbish and debris.

Over a month later, the underlying wood of the
temple remains exposed. Members are still
awaiting an answer from President Nakashima
on the insurance status and a scheduled clean
up day.

OTHER NOTEWORTHY HAPPENINGS

● Two untagged dogs continue to frequent the
property at all hours. There was an incident
where the large brown dog became
aggressive towards visitors from New York
at the bottom of the driveway.

These dogs have also been a point of
concern for several Kalopa community
members who walk for exercise in the
neighborhood.

● Complimentary 2023 calendars are
available! These calendars were sent by the
Jodo Shu Headquarters located in Tokyo,
Japan and can be found on the large
wooden table inside the temple. Please feel
free to take one!

● Our security cameras have caught multiple
trespassers loitering on the property. One of
them was seen on video behind the dining
hall.



This individual was carrying a large grocery
bag and readjusting items in it. Upon
inspecting the bathroom facilities after this
incident, we found the toilet paper in both
stalls, the roll of paper towels above the
sink, and some hand soap were missing.

Another incident occurred a couple of
weeks later where a trespasser was seen in
the early morning hours walking past the
choba room, causing the motion detector
lights to come on. Toilet paper again was
missing from the bathroom stalls.

Since then, toiletries have been taken on an
ongoing basis once they are replenished.

Because of this, toilet paper will be limited
to the ones on the two roll holders. Extra
rolls will not be left inside the stalls until a
solution is found.

The vacant Wachi home nearby has
multiple homeless people squatting on the
property. These individuals have been
roaming around the Kalopa area and are
known to the Honokaa Police Department
(“HPD”). Since the house is said to not
have running water, there may be a
correlation that these individuals might be
using the bathroom facilities at HJM.

If you see trespassers on the property,
please notify HPD immediately.

● Mahalo to Mr. & Mrs. George Higaki for
donating a framed panoramic photo that
was taken during a celebration in 1935
marking the 50th anniversary of Japanese

immigrants in Hawaii. The photo will be
displayed in the dining hall.

● On December 21, 2022, Kamehameha
Schools again sent an email seeking a
response for an update on the status of the
HJM lease amendment that was forwarded
to President Nakashima in September
2022.

● The Historic Hawaii Foundation (“HHF”)
spotlighted HJM on their Annual Fund
donation drive e-news mail out. HJM was
featured as one of the organizations that
has benefited from their programs and
services.

Since HJM is one of the many featured
properties in their Honokaa Story Map, they
provided us with some complimentary cards
to distribute to visitors, friends and
members. They are on the wooden table
inside of the temple.

GYOKI-E

Gyoki-e is an important memorial service that is
observed in January to honor St. Honen, the
founder of Japanese Pure Land Buddhism,
known as the Jodo Shu sect.



Honen Shonin taught that everyone would be
taken to the Pure Land of Amida Buddha only
by saying “Namu Amida Butsu.”

This was an epoch-making teaching that was
distinctly different from traditional Japanese
Buddhism, and it spread Buddhism to the
general public at large.

EIZUCHI HIGAKI
(1887- 1954)

Eizuchi Higaki was a skilled craftsman who is
one of three men that painstakingly carved the
intricate koa wood transoms within our temple.
His family have been active members of HJM
for generations, keeping his legacy alive.

Eizuchi Higaki was born in Yamaguchi
Prefecture, Japan on December 7, 1887. At the
age of 19, he immigrated to Hawaii and arrived
in Honolulu on January 14, 1907 aboard the
Amiral Exelmans steamship.

Mr. Higaki resided in Waiakea subdivision of
Hilo for a few years before moving to Paauhau,
where he worked as a machinist at the
Paauhau Sugar Plantation Company. Mr. Higaki

was a quiet and unassuming man. He took
great pride in his work, yet was not a person
who would boast of his many accomplishments.
One of them was the beautiful carved koa
wooden transoms that adorn the interior of the
temple.

He, along with Umekichi Tanaka, and an
unknown immigrant laborer worked on carving
the transoms for hours a day after working a full
day at their plantation jobs, exemplifying their
dedication and mastery of carpentry and
design. He also served as Kyodan Vice
President for several years.

Mr. Higaki was also a good handyman and able
to fix things easily using his carpentry skills.
When he was not busy raising nine children
with his wife, Yaeno, or spending his free time
working at the temple, he tended to his large
garden.

Mr. Higaki’s garden was located behind his
house in Paauhau and extended into the
backyards of two of his neighbors. Since his
neighbors didn’t use their yards, they allowed
Mr. Higaki to put it to good use and let him farm
on it. He grew many types of vegetables and
shared them with his neighbors and also sold
them to stores, such as the M. Ujiki Store in
Honokaa.

In 1954, Mr. Higaki passed away suddenly in
Osaka, while he and his wife were on a tour of
Japan with the Fujin Tour Group of Honolulu. A
funeral service was held at HJM after his wife
returned back to Hawaii with his cremated
remains.

Today, Mr. Higaki’s family continues the tradition
of volunteerism that he started decades ago.



REMEMBERING A TRUE GENTLEMAN
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On January 24, 2022, HJM lost one of the most
dedicated members HJM has ever had.
Masayoshi “Masa” Nishimori dutifully served as
our Kyodan President for over a decade. He
was a very honest, loyal and conscientious
person - something we should all strive to be.

It is hard to believe that he has been gone for a
year now. His absence resonates loudly at HJM
and he is missed dearly. We take some solace
knowing that he is reunited with his beloved
wife, Michiko in eternity. Rest in Love, Masa.
You live on in our hearts forever.

DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know that HJM’s cemetery is one of the
oldest cemeteries on the Big Island?

Before HJM was established in 1896, part of the
land was used as a burial ground for immigrant
plantation workers, many of whom had no
family in Hawaii.

This resulted in a vast number of unidentified
graves marked only with a large rock.

Anecdotal stories note that there was a
neighboring hospital that had many patients
who did not survive during a cholera outbreak.

These patients, of many ethnicities, were buried
where the current cemetery is located. This
makes our cemetery a multi-cultural burial
ground, not just consisting of people of
Japanese descent.

Dr. Yoshinori Kato during a 2017 visit to HJM

This month brings parts two and three of a
unique series of articles featuring an avatar of

Katsu Goto and Dr. Yoshinori Kato observing
the town of Oiso, Japan. This concept is to help
promote people’s interest and cultural exchange
between Oiso and Hamakua through Katsu
Goto.

“aGoto”: Katsu Goto’s Imaginary Avatar
Visits Oiso, Japan:  Part 2

By Yoshinori Kato, Ph.D.

The train that carried aGoto and me passed
through major cities such as Kawasaki and
Yokohama. We crossed two big rivers, the
Tama River and the Sagami River.

aGoto said, “When I was a child, Oiso was the
eighth post station on the Tokaido Highway
from Edo.” Yes, during the Edo period, people
traveled on foot and horseback.



The Tokaido Highway's inn towns provided
services with well-developed transportation
systems, restaurants, and hotels (ryokan).
Such station-front businesses dealing with
travelers were a major industry of Oiso.

When the railroad opened in Meiji and Oiso
Station was built in 1887, business with
travelers began to decline. Workers lost their
jobs. The town's economy suffered a major
blow.

Sixty-five minutes later, Oiso Station was the
10th stop. We got off the train. The air was
clearly different from that of Tokyo. Oiso is still
a countryside.

However, aGoto seemed to be very annoyed at
this sight. He said, “This place is not Oiso. I
don't understand anything.” Since Goto had
gone to Hawaii two years before the railway
station opened in Oiso, everything around the
Oiso Station was a new sight to him.

To convince aGoto that he had arrived in Oiso,
I recommended aGoto, if he looked around
from a high vantage point, hoping that the
terrain of today would still be familiar to him.
So we decided to head for Shonandaira, a
scenic hilltop park.

We drove up the hill to Shonandaira Park.
Here, one can enjoy a panoramic view of the
Sagami Bay opening to the south. Oiso is
located in the middle of the coastline.　

Izu-Oshima Island on the horizon

aGoto: “This view is familiar to me. In the
center of Sagami Bay, I find Izu Oshima on the
horizon. To the right in the west, I see the Izu
Peninsula stretched to the south, and to the left

in the east, the Miura Peninsula and the Boso
Peninsula can be seen behind it.”

Kato: "Do you remember the small island on
the eastern shoreline?"

aGoto: "Yes, that is Enoshima, a scenic
island."

Enoshima Island and the Miura Peninsula

Kato: "Do you recognize the mountains on the
west side, north of Izu?”

aGoto: "Of course, they are Hakone and Fuji.”

Mt. Hakone and Mount Fuji

Kato: "What about the mountains behind in the
north?”

aGoto: "These are Ohyama and Tanzawa. This
hill called Shonan-daira was called Senjyojiki in
my time."

Kato: "Can you imagine that during World War
II, cannons were installed here to shoot down
the oncoming American bombers?”

aGoto: "The Pacific War was a very
unfortunate event.”



aGoto: “Well now I am sure I am in Oiso. My
birthplace, Terasaka Village, must be in the
northern corner of Oiso."

Kato: "That is correct. Next, I will show you the
Terasaka area.”

To be continued…..

Coming up next month: aGoto and Dr. Kato
carry on with their visit to Oiso.

CONDOLENCES

The members of HJM and the Newsletter
Committee express our deepest sympathy to
the ohana of Jeffrey and Carla Takamine. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to them during this
difficult time. Namu Amida Butsu.

FRIENDLY REMINDERS

Membership Dues: Membership dues for 2023
are now due. Dues are $60 and are good for
the calendar year.

Please remit your dues in the form of a check or
money order made payable to Hamakua Jodo
Mission to: Hamakua Jodo Mission Attn:
Membership; P.O. Box 7, Honokaa, HI 96727

IN APPRECIATION

We want to acknowledge those who generously
gifted us with monetary donations:

Larry Higashi, Randall Matsuda, Tilden Osako,
Craig Hirayama, Evangeline Kato Barney, Mr. &
Mrs. George Higaki, Norma Jean Kuroiwa, Dr. &
Mrs. Justin Ekuan, Ron Takata, Kevin Higaki.

Membership Dues Received:

Mr. & Mrs. Destry Matsui, Shari Capilla, Diana
Nui, Sandy Takahashi, Evangeline Kato Barney,
Larry Higashi, A.A.Yoshikatsu Kehrer, Maren
Lambeth, Mr. & Mrs. Warren Miyasaki, Cindy
Coronel, Mr. & Mrs. George Higaki, Mr. & Mrs.
Aaron Lowe, Pickens Kehrer, Eugene Okamoto,
Sr., Craig Hirayama, Mr. & Mrs. Jason Imamura,
Duane Nishimori, Mr. & Mrs. Ted Gumbs,
Randall Matsuda.

CONTRIBUTIONS & SUBMISSIONS

We are always looking for stories, memories or
photos that we can feature in an upcoming
edition of our newsletter. We also welcome
letters to the Editor, too!

Submissions are due before the 15th of each
month in either Word, JPEG or PNG file
formats. Please feel free to email them to:

contact@hamakuajodomission.org

IN SEARCH OF VOLUNTEERS

We need everyone to work together and pitch in
and help. Whether it's a few minutes, an hour or
more, it is greatly appreciated. Members and
friends, we need your kokua! If you are
interested, please reach out to us at:

contact@hamakuajodomission.org

Mahal� fo� readin�!

-Th� Hamaku� Jod� Missio�
Ne�sle�e� Commi�e�
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