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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

2022 has been a challenging year for us as we
continue to navigate through a transitional state
due to the loss of two of our integral and beloved
members, Masayoshi Nishimori and Tomiko
Fujitani.

Our hearts are filled knowing that many people
within our community and beyond extended their
support and goodwill to us this year. We couldn’t
have done it without your help and wish you all a
holiday season filled with love, joy and good
health!

BYLAWS COMMITTEE UPDATE

You should have received a hardcopy of the
Amended and Restated HJM Bylaws and a
follow up email with what you need to know
about the upcoming bylaws meeting and vote.

The optional meeting to discuss the Bylaws will
be held on Sunday January 15, 2023 at
10:00AM HST and a link to join the meeting via
Zoom will be sent during the  first week of

January to members who have provided e-mail
addresses.

Because this is a special topic meeting
requested by the Bylaws Committee, only the
Bylaws will be discussed. All other topics will
need to be discussed during a general meeting
or special meeting in which all members are
properly invited to participate.

Should you have any questions or would like to
update or provide your e-mail address, send an
e-mail to: hjmbylaws@gmail.com

Don't forget to send in your:

➢ 2023 Membership Dues
➢ 2023 Annual Proxy (if you choose to)
➢ VOTE for the Bylaws by January 31, 2023

Happy Holidays and see you in the new year!
- The HJM Bylaws Committee

SMALL BRUSH FIRE DUE TO HIGH WINDS

On December 7, 2022 a small brush fire started
on the Hilo side of the property, nearing the
gulch area. Firefighters believe that strong winds



caused a neighboring tree branch to fall on one
of the electric poles, causing it to break, spark
and cause a fire.

We are very fortunate that tenant and HJM
member Cary Matsumoto was home at the time.
He smelled smoke and when he looked outside,
saw thick smoke billowing. Cary immediately
reported it to 911.

The firefighters responded quickly and were at
the property within 5 minutes before the small
brush fire could spread. Power was out on the
property for hours while the Hawaii Electric Light
Company crew worked into the evening to
restore electricity.

This incident should serve as an impetus to
revisit the issue of why fire insurance is overdue
at HJM. Some may recall the necessity of fire
insurance was brought up a few years ago at a
membership meeting by member Sandy
Takahashi.

The topic ended up being tabled, as the majority
of members felt the estimate that Sandy
presented was exorbitant and this topic should
be discussed further at a later date.

Hawaii County Fire Department Chief Kyle
Vares, who performed a fire inspection a few
months later in 2020, stressed the importance of
obtaining fire insurance and clearing areas both
inside and outside the temple that pose a fire
hazard.

Chief Vares scheduled a fire safety presentation
at the temple to encourage HJM members to
move forward with his recommendations,
however it was postponed until further notice
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

We are thankful that someone was on the
property when the small brush fire occurred, and
the strong winds didn’t spread the fire towards
the structures.  Mahalo, Cary!

.
OTHER NOTEWORTHY HAPPENINGS

● Our driveway chain gate continues to be a
target of individuals “up to no good.” The
reflectors attached to the chain gate were
found detached and broken on the ground.

New reflectors were purchased, donated and
installed courtesy of Director Lani
Matsumoto. In addition to this, the rubber
covering on the combination lock, which
shields it from outdoor elements, was
removed from the lock and disposed of on
the ground.

● Thank you to HJM members Keith Higaki,
Eric Page, Jan Kamiya & Sandy Takahashi
for volunteering their time to send the
Bylaws packet mail out to all members via
USPS and email.

● Our website is officially three years old this
month! It continues to receive attention with
visitors from around the world. This month
we’ve had online visitors from China, Japan,
Denmark, and the US.

● We received an inquiry from a local karate
instructor who is interested in possibly
holding karate lessons for children on our
property twice a week. This inquiry was
forwarded to our Board of Directors.



● There has been no response to the written
request by ⅔ of the HJM Board of Directors
for an emergency membership meeting. This
second request was submitted to Kyodan
President Mark Nakashima on November
15, 2022.

● The Hilo Meishoin Senior YBA regretfully
announced they have canceled their
upcoming June 2-4, 2023 convention due to
lackluster response.

● Limited amounts of HJM postcards and 2020
& 2021 bon dance towels are still available
for a small donation at the Honokaa Heritage
Center’s gift shop. They make great last
minute stocking stuffers!

BODHI DAY & NEW YEARS EVE

Bodhi Day is a Buddhist religious holiday that is
observed on December 8th, however it is not
unusual for temples to hold a service later in the
month. It commemorates the day that Siddhartha
Gautama attained enlightenment through
meditation and became known as Buddha or the
“Awakened One.”

Siddhartha Gautama was a prince who left his
life of nobility and luxury in search of a simpler
life. He meditated continuously under a Bodhi
tree in Bodh Gaya, India until he found the root
of suffering and how to rid himself of it.

It took him 49 days of continuous meditation until
he achieved enlightenment that led him to create
the Four Noble Truths, which is traditionally

identified as the first teaching given by Buddha.
Another important annual ceremony observed in
December is the service for New Year’s Eve. It
is traditionally held at all Buddhist temples for the
ringing of the bonshō to usher in the new year.

The bonshō is rung 108 times, to represent the
108 desires and temptations that lead to human
suffering and to drive them away. This tradition is
called “Joya no Kane.”

For those who aren’t familiar with what a bonshō
is, it is a sacred bell at Buddhist temples. Made
out of bronze, the bonshō is widely used to mark
the beginning of a service, to summon monks, or
as a warning signal.

The bonshō is struck from the outside using a
wooden mallet and produces a distinct,
resonating sound that is believed to be heard in
the underworld. Its sound also has a calming
effect and produces tranquility for meditation.

HJM’s bonshō dates from 1900 and is located on
the Kona side veranda, hanging from the ceiling.

ANNIVERSARY OF THE CLOSING OF THE
LAUPAHOEHOE JODO MISSION

On December 21, 1999, an official closing
ceremony of the Laupahoehoe Jodo Mission
was held. Dignitaries from Japan, the late Bishop
Yubun Narashiba, Hawaii Jodo Shu ministers
and former congregation members attended this
event.



The temple was established by Rev. Daijio
Yasuda in 1899 for religious services,
assimilating people within the community and
also serving as a school. It was built on land
owned by Theo Davis and William Lidgate of the
Laupahoehoe Sugar Company.

In March of 1903, Bishop Shimizu was sent to
unify the temples of the Jodo Shu sect in Hawaii.
He soon established his office at Laupahoehoe
Jodo Mission. The temple served as the “head
temple” in the islands, until headquarters was
moved in 1907 to the Jodo Mission of Hawaii,
located in Honolulu and known as the “Betsuin.”

On the temple’s 10th anniversary, it was decided
that a larger, upgraded temple was needed. A
three-story structure was built where the first
floor served as a boarding house for school
children, the second story was the minister’s
residence and the third floor was the temple. The
total amount that was raised to build this temple
was $23,000.00. Renovations followed in 1918,
and again in 1930.

After the devastating tsunami on April 1, 1946,
there was no longer a resident minister nor an
active congregation at Laupahoehoe Jodo
Mission.

This resulted in the vacant temple being sorely
neglected, so much that Reverend Dwight
Ryokan Nakamura, who was the resident
minister of the Hilo Meishoin, entered into an
agreement with the New Age Sufis of Honolulu
in 1978 in an effort to save the temple from
eventual destruction.

This agreement allowed the Sufis to take over
the responsibility of the upkeep and renovation
of the temple and adjacent garden areas. In
exchange, the Sufis were allowed to use the
temple as a base for their religious and
community services.

It is estimated that the Sufis stayed at the
property for around 6 years before departing.
The temple was then used as a residence.

At the time of the temple’s closing in 1999, it
was reported that the land was turned over to

the Goodwill Industries of Hawaii. Since then,
the property has changed hands and has
become a  popular bed and breakfast rental.

TOYOZO DOI
(1869- 1968)

Toyozo Doi and his family have been influential
members of HJM for many generations. Mr. Doi
was a well respected community member and an
important figure in the early years of our temple
with his prowess and dedication.

Toyozo Doi was born in Kuga District,
Yamaguchi Prefecture, Japan on January 7,
1869 and immigrated to Hawaii on the steamship
Omi Maru on March 3, 1889. He worked at the
Paauhau Sugar Plantation Company until his
retirement in 1939.

Mr. Doi and his wife Tose, were among the
earliest members of HJM. He was a very
dynamic and diligent member who served as
treasurer during the time our konpondo (main
temple) was built and for many years that
followed.

Mr. Doi was also a brilliant craftsman. He is
responsible for making the many hand made
metal lanterns, water buckets and water ladles



you see at our cemetery. Many of his
one-of-a-kind hand made tools are currently on
display at the Honokaa Heritage Center.

In 1959, when he was 90 years old, Mr. Doi was
awarded the Hawaii Times trophy for being a
Japanese Issei pioneer with the longest
residence on the Island of Hawaii. At the time,
he had lived in Paauhau for 70 years.

Joseph Sureck, who was the director of the U.S.
Immigration and Naturalization Service in
Honolulu, presented Mr. Doi with this prestigious
award during a dinner held at the Hotel Honokaa
Club.

Mr. Doi’s son, Yutaka, affectionately known as
“Doc” (1914-2016) carried on his father’s legacy
as a dedicated member and volunteer at HJM
and also served as treasurer.

This family tradition continued through Yutaka’s
son, Roland (1950-2018), who eventually took
over treasurer duties years later up until his
unexpected death on December 8, 2018.

DID YOU KNOW?

What is the connection between a Kikkoman
shoyu bottle and Reverend Tetsunen Ekuan, the
8th minister to serve HJM?

Reverend Ekuan and his family arrived in Hawaii
in 1930. He later became the sensei for our
temple in 1932.

His son, Kenji, who spent his formative years at
the temple, grew up to become a prolific
industrial designer in Japan. He was among the
first group of Japanese students to graduate
from the Art Center College of Design in Los
Angeles. He designed bullet trains, motorcycles
and much more throughout his illustrious career,
but is best known as the designer of the iconic
Kikkoman shoyu bottle.

You can find out more about Kenji Ekuan and his
legacy by searching his name on the internet.

Dr. Yoshinori Kato and late Takeo Kato, August 11, 2011

This month we welcome Dr. Yoshinori Kato, a
distinguished scholar in Japan who, like Dr.
Erika Hori, has done extensive research on
Katsu Goto.

Dr. Kato has written a series of short articles
observing the town of Oiso (Katsu Goto’s
hometown in Japan) using a unique concept of
being accompanied by an avatar of Katsu Goto.
They will take a walk in the town and describe
their observations while visiting the many sites of
Oiso.

This concept is to help promote people’s interest
and cultural exchange between Oiso and
Hamakua through Katsu Goto.



INTRODUCTION OF DR. YOSHINORI KATO

I am Yoshinori Kato, a resident of Oiso Town,
Kangagawa-pref., Japan. I became acquainted
with HJM through the research on Katsu Goto.

When I was young, I studied at the University of
Hawaii at Manoa in Honolulu and received my
Ph.D. in Chemistry in 1973.

Around 2010, I came across the name Katsu
Goto in a newspaper article and became
interested in this young Japanese who
immigrated to Hawaii in 1885 from the district I
live in. However, his name was not generally
known in Oiso and I could find no record of him
anywhere, even in the town office.

In 2015, my collaborators and I discovered the
Oiso Gravestone of Katsu Goto in a private
cemetery in Terasaka, Oiso. The life story of
Katsu Goto was inscribed on it. We presented
this discovery to the public. Today, Katsu Goto
has become widely known in Oiso as a pioneer
of the advancement of early Japanese
immigrants in Hawaii.

“aGoto”: Katsu Goto’s Imaginary Avatar
Visits Oiso, Japan

By Yoshinori Kato, Ph.D.

On an autumn day in the year of 2022, Katsu
Goto asked aGoto, his own imaginary avatar, to
visit Oiso, Japan, his own native place. aGoto’s
mission, therefore, was to visit Oiso and observe
people and the town.

Upon arrival in Tokyo, aGoto met with me and
agreed to let me guide him on his trip to Oiso.
Incidentally, aGoto is invisible to people because
his body is transparent. I wear special glasses,
so I can see him through it.

Katsu Goto was born in Terasaka, Oiso, in 1861.
He worked in the county office established in
Oiso in 1879. He was likely a lot influenced and
inspired by the People’s Right Movement
activists such as Sashichiro Yamaguchi and Toki
Date who both were  eminent  local leaders   and

bosses at work, and Fusagoro Suzuki, a
childhood friend and neighbor who became a
school teacher. Fusagoro Suzuki moved to
California for his own education in 1885, the
same year as Katsu Goto moved to Hawaii.

In 1881, Katsu Goto moved to Yokohama, where
he edited a daily foreign trade newspaper
published by the newly founded Yokohama
Chamber of Commerce. He migrated to Hawaii
arriving in Honolulu on February 8, 1885. He
never visited his hometown until his death on
October 30, 1889.

Now, aGoto and I met at Tokyo Station on a
sunny autumn morning. We took a JR (Japan
Railway) train heading for Oiso.

Many people who are commuting to the Tokyo
metropolitan area from towns near Tokyo take
the JR train. Therefore, the morning down trains
are less crowded than the up trains. We were
able to secure seats on the Atami-bound down
train.

JR Oiso Station

Thus began the comfortable 65-min trip west to
Oiso. Soon, lo and behold, a man tried to sit on
top of aGoto, who is invisible to him. Watching
this, aGoto quickly got up from his seat and ran.

Next month: aGoto’s journey continues as he
arrives in his hometown of Oiso, Japan.



UPCOMING NENKI SERVICES

We are currently waiting for Rev. Wansa to
provide our Newsletter Committee with a list of
upcoming Nenki services for 2023.

We will continue to update this monthly column
once we receive a list. Your patience is greatly
appreciated!

IN APPRECIATION

We want to acknowledge those who generously
gifted us with monetary donations:

Mr. & Mrs. Warren Osako, Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth
Toyama, Melody Ross.

Membership Dues Received: Jan Kamiya,
Sueichi Kawashima, Irving Kawashima, Susumu
Fujii, Melody Ross, David Higaki, Jason Higaki.

IN SEARCH OF VOLUNTEERS

The sacrifices and blood, sweat and tears that
our ancestors endured to build HJM in 1896 and

1918 are forever embodied in our historic
temple.

Please help us honor and show reverence for
our ancestors by keeping their legacy alive by
maintaining their final resting place. We need
your kokua!

If you are interested, please contact us at:

contact@hamakuajodomission.org

FRIENDLY REMINDERS

Membership Dues: We have begun to collect
membership dues for 2023. Dues remain at $60
and are good for the calendar year.

Please remit your dues in the form of a check or
money order made payable to Hamakua Jodo
Mission to: Hamakua Jodo Mission Attn:
Membership; P.O. Box 7, Honokaa, HI 96727

Contact Information Update: If you have
changed your email address, phone number or
have moved to a new address, please notify us
so that our temple’s files can be updated.

CONTRIBUTIONS & SUBMISSIONS

We are always looking for stories, memories or
photos that we can feature in an upcoming
edition of our newsletter!

Submissions are due before the 15th of each
month in either Word, JPEG or PNG file formats.
Please feel free to email them to:

contact@hamakuajodomission.org

Mel� Kalikimak� m� k� Hauol�
Makahik� Ho�!

-Th� Hamaku� Jod� Missio� Ne�sle�e�
Commi�e�
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