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November is here and the hustle and bustle of
the upcoming holiday season has officially
arrived!

As the Thanksgiving holiday is upon us, we
would like to take this opportunity to express our
sincere gratitude to all our members, friends and
volunteers.

We are truly thankful for the help, support,
friendship, and goodwill that has been expressed
and extended to our temple from our community
and beyond.

With most of the COVID-19 restrictions and
mandates eased or lifted, many of us will be
traveling, on vacation, and gathering with family
and friends for the first time in over two years. It
is definitely something we should be extra
thankful for this year, more than ever!

For those who may not be preparing a
Thanksgiving dinner, Honokaa High &
Elementary School is holding their annual
Community Thanksgiving Dinner on Wednesday,
November 23, 2022 from 4-6pm at their school
cafeteria.

BYLAWS COMMITTEE UPDATE

At our May 15, 2022 membership meeting, a
Bylaws committee was formed  and  were tasked
to work on revising our current Bylaws. The
following is an update from them:

The Bylaws Committee has completed the draft
of the Hamakua Jodo Mission's new bylaws. To
qualify for non profit status our Bylaws must be
current, but our Bylaws have not been updated
since 1978!

The HJM Bylaws committee has been working
diligently since the summer and the final draft
will be shared with the membership for review in
December. More information will be coming
soon.

The HJM Bylaws Committee:
Committee Chair, Dr. Crystal Moon; Keith Higaki;

Jan Kamiya; Iris Nakagawa; and Katie Robayo

Mahalo to the committee members for their hard
work and commitment in seeing this through!

KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS LICENSING
AMENDMENT STATUS

Kamehameha Schools (“KS”) informed us on
October 12, 2022 that the licensing amendment
they sent us in September was not received
back by their October 4, 2022 deadline.

KS sent a HJM a follow up on November 2, 2022
asking for a status update on the amendment.
An emergency HJM membership meeting was
requested on November 5, 2022 by Director Lani



Matsumoto to discuss this matter so that a
decision can be made and reported to KS.

Kyodan President Mark Nakashima responded
to her request on November 14, 2022, stating
that he wrote to KS and requested additional
time to respond. He hopes to schedule a
meeting in a few weeks to update Board
Members.

Directors Lani Matsumoto and Sueichi
Kawashima have since submitted another
request for an emergency membership meeting.

OTHER NOTEWORTHY HAPPENINGS

● RNB Land Service LLC graded the area in
the back & Honokaa side of the temple that
has been slowly eroding over the years. The
erosion and lack of gutters has caused dirt to
build up and over the temple’s pier blocks
and the bottom of the support columns of the
temple were buried under dirt, beginning to
rot.

RNB Land Service LLC moved and spread
the excess dirt to the bumpy path area that
many visitors drive on as a shortcut to get to
the far right edge of the cemetery, and in
front of the cottage where the lack of gutters
has caused the dirt to erode, exposing the
underside of those pier blocks.

This work was completed over a series of
two days as part of the projects that were
scheduled using the preservation grant
funds we were awarded by the Historic
Hawaii Foundation. Thank you to Ray and
his crew for showing up during less than
ideal weather to get the job done!

The deadline for HJM to complete all grant
projects is next month. If you want to
volunteer a few hours of your time to assist
with in-kind work, please let us know.

● HJM member Sandy Takahashi was recently
contacted by the Executive Editor of
Preservation, the quarterly magazine of the
National Trust for Historic Preservation.

The magazine’s staff is researching a
potential story on Buddhist temples in Hawaii
and was referred to Sandy by the Historic
Hawaii Foundation, who awarded us the
preservation grant.

The Preservation staff requested photos and
had a few questions about the history of our
temple, which Sandy was able to provide
and answer.

● Our website has been updated with photos
that Nic Tanaka took of our 2022 bon dance
celebration. We also uploaded images that
Sarah Anderson took of Governor Hidehiko
Yuzaki and his delegation’s visit to the
temple. Be sure to check them out!

● The Friends of Wailea Cemetery
Stewardship expressed interest in meeting
our membership to discuss their program
and possibly helping us with monthly
cemetery cleaning.

HJM’s Board of Directors were notified in
October of the stewardship’s interest to help
us and their request to talk to our
membership at an upcoming meeting or
gathering.

Their crew of volunteers currently cleans
three cemeteries along the Hamakua Coast
on the last Sunday of each month.

For those of you who may not be aware,
their stewardship was established
approximately six years ago, HJM’s
cemetery was the first cemetery they
cleaned and was the catalyst for this
wonderful volunteer effort.

You can learn more about the stewardship
and their efforts by going to the following
website:

https://www.hakalauhome.com/cemetery-
stewardship.html

● Our good friend Dr. Patsy Iwasaki gave a
presentation on Katsu Goto at the Honokaa
Hongwanji’s 28th Annual Katsu Goto



Memorial Service, held on November 6,
2022.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MRS. KATO!

Sadako Kato, one of our devoted Keiro (elder)
members, turned 92 on November 4th! Mrs.
Kato, who originally hails from the Niigata
Prefecture in Japan, has been a member of HJM
since arriving in Hawaii in the late 1960s.

She served as a member of the Fujinkai
women’s club for many years and attended
almost every monthly service for years while
they were still being held.

Even today, you can count on her to help brew
tea to serve to our guests and help with the
cleaning of the inside of the temple.

Mrs. Kato spends her free time working in her
backyard and attending the Hale Hauoli Senior
Center in Honokaa. She enjoys watching Korean
soap operas and being among her lifelong
friends.

We appreciate her dedication to HJM and wish
her many more birthdays to come!

OPENING THE DRIVEWAY CHAIN GATE
COMBINATION LOCK & UPDATE

We were recently informed by one of our
members that they were unable to open the

combination lock to the chain gate, despite
having the correct combination.

Upon inspecting the lock, it was discovered that
the code was being entered incorrectly.

To help others who may have trouble opening
the lock, here are the instructions on how to
navigate the lock:

The combination padlock is located on the far
left of the chain gate. When looking at the area
where the numbers are located, you will see two
etched lines on the left, where the first series of
numbers is located. When entering the code,
make sure it is done where the top line is
located, not in the middle line where two small
circles are located.

Please refer to the photo below that shows
where the combination is to be entered.

We hope this clears up any issues that people
may have who are using the combination for
access.

As a reminder, please make sure that you
scramble the numbers upon opening the lock so
that the combination code is not visible.

We were asked by a few people why there is a
gate at the bottom of the driveway.
Unfortunately, our temple has experienced
multiple break-ins, theft, vandalism, trespassing,
and loitering over the recent years.

These incidents have decreased substantially
since the chain gate was installed in 2021.
Having tenants living on the property and the
Honokaa Police Department doing regular
drive-by checks also help.



A chain gate doesn’t eliminate the problem
entirely, but it helps mitigate the issue until a
permanent solution can be implemented. Your
understanding is greatly appreciated!

UMEKICHI TANAKA

Umekichi Tanaka was a skilled carpenter who is
responsible for the architectural wonder we know
as our konpondo (main temple), built in 1918. It
is with great honor that we are able to share
information about Mr. Tanaka.

Umekichi Tanaka immigrated to Hawaii at the
age 57 from Yame, a city located in Fukuoka
Prefecture in Japan. He left behind his career as
a miya daiku, which is a carpenter who only
builds shrines and temples. Trained by his
father, Mr. Tanaka was highly proficient in his
carpentry skills and took pride in his
accomplishments.

Upon his arrival to Hawaii, Mr. Tanaka lived in
Kohala but later moved to Paauhau to help build
our konpondo, and worked as a carpenter

foreman for the Paauhau Sugar Plantation
Company.

Mr. Tanaka was the person who planned,
designed, supervised and led the construction of
the main temple. In modern times, we would
refer to someone like him as an architect.

Mr. Tanaka implemented the traditional system
of wood joinery known as sashimono and
measurement called shakkanho. Under his
tutelage, many of the community and church
members gathered after their work hours and on
weekends to help with the construction. Mr.
Tanaka also helped carve the koa wood
transoms and altar inside of the temple.

It is of note that Mr. Tanaka struck up a long
lasting friendship with Frank Moir Anderson, who
was the manager for Paauhau Sugar Plantation
Company. Mr. Anderson admired Mr. Tanaka’s
carpentry skills and told him to remain in
Paauhau and that he would assist in taking care
of Mr. Tanaka when he became old.

Mr. Tanaka and his wife remained in Paauhau for
twenty years, both of them elderly with medical
ailments, which made it difficult for them. Mr.
Anderson was a man of his word and made sure
the Tanakas were well taken care of. He hired
caregivers for them and paid for their groceries.

Unfortunately, Mrs. Tanaka soon passed away
and Mr. Tanaka decided to return to Japan. A
large farewell party was given to him by Mr.
Anderson and people within the Paauhau
community.

https://japanwoodcraftassociation.com/traditions/techniques/sashimono/
https://www.japanese-wiki-corpus.org/history/Shakkanho%20(traditional%20system%20of%20weights%20and%20measures).html


On March 4, 1936, under the care of a woman
named Mrs. Ikeda, Mr. Tanaka left the Big Island
by ship. Soon after his departure, he fell ill and
lost his ability to speak. It was determined that
he had suffered a stroke.

They disembarked in Maui and Mr. Tanaka was
hospitalized at the Lahaina Hospital for
treatment. He sadly passed away on March 6th,
just two days after he set sail on his way back to
Japan. Mr. Tanaka’s remains were cremated and
brought back to Paauhau, where his funeral was
held. His ashes were then buried within our
cemetery, located in Section D, plot number
#282.

Lamentably, his gravesite does not receive
much, if any visitors. We humbly ask that you
consider visiting his gravesite when you are
visiting HJM, to show gratitude to the man who
helped build what is now widely considered one
of the most architecturally significant buildings in
Hawaii.

DECEMBER NENKI SERVICES

DATE       NAME YEAR

12/01 Tomie Matsumoto 7th

Please contact Rev. Wansa at (808) 987-8495 if
you want to schedule a Nenki memorial service.

This month features the final entry of a three-part
series by Dr. Erika Hori of Japan about her
research on Katsu Goto. She shares about
finding letters that were handwritten by Katsu
Goto before he immigrated to Hawaii, meeting
his descendants and her thoughts on publishing
her book.

Dr. Hori, an accomplished professor at the
Nagoya University in Japan, is currently working
on an English version of her book titled Hawaiʻi
Nikkei-jin No Rekishiteki Hensen: America Kara
Yomigaeru "Eiyu" Goto Katsu (The Historical
Transition of Japanese in Hawai'i: Katsu Goto
Revived as a "Hero").

My Research Journey on Katsu Goto
By Erika Hori, Ph.D.

(Nagoya University, Japan)

In 2015, I was also able to find several letters
that Mr. Katsu Goto had written before his
immigration to Hawai‘i when I was near his
hometown of Oiso, Kanagawa Prefecture,
Japan. His letters were kept at Ugaku Bunko, a
former house of Mr. Sashichiro Yamaguchi, an
activist for the freedom and people’s rights
movement, for more than 130 years without



attracting attention. Dr. Kato and the local people
supported my study in Oiso.

One of Katsu Goto’s letters. Year: 1882, Photo Credit:
Ugaku Bunko. Ugaku Bunko granted special permission to
Dr. Hori so that she could use this photo in our newsletter.

According to his letters, prior to his immigration
to Hawai‘i, in Yokohama Mr. Goto was editing
the Yokohama Boeki Nippo (Yokohama Daily
Trade Report), a publication covering commerce
and international news. Also, during this period,
Mr. Yamaguchi expected Mr. Goto to keep him
updated on the Prefectural Assembly of
Yokohama and, as a result, Mr. Goto had
exposure to political discourse in addition to
being introduced to the people’s rights
movement. In other words, his background set
him apart from other Kanyaku Imin, many of
whom were former farmers in Japan.

Through my study on Mr. Goto, I met his
relatives, including Mr. Tetsu Kobayakawa of
Oiso (descendant of Mr. Goto's younger brother,
Mr. Kumejiro Kobayakawa) and Ms. Doreen
Usui, Ms. Mildred Kaneta, and Ms. Ruth
Tachibana of Hilo (descendants of Mr. Goto's
younger sister, Ms. Yuku Kobayakawa), who all
willingly discussed their memories of him with
me.

From 2017–2019, I lived in Texas as a visiting
scholar at the University of Texas at Austin and
Southern Methodist University, where I also
carried out research in different states such as
California, New Mexico, Arkansas, Washington,
and Georgia. This helped me place Mr. Goto’s
stories in a broader context of race/ethnicity,
class, and settler colonialism in the U.S.

In 2017, Dr. Iwasaki and Mr. Miller invited me to
give a talk about what was found in Mr. Goto’s
letters at the documentary film’s event at the
Honoka‘a Hongwanji Temple and Lyman
Museum in Hilo. I enjoyed reconnecting with the
locals and meeting new people there. Dr. Ronald
Takata and Ms. Gladys Suzuki supported my
additional research on the Big Island.

In addition, I have communicated with former
State Senator Dwight Takamine, State
Representative Mark Nakashima, Ms. Sandy
Takahashi, Mr. Miles Okumura, Dr. Yoshinori
Kato, and many others who have been working
endlessly to pass on Mr. Katsu Goto’s stories in
various ways in Hawai‘i and Japan. It is truly
wonderful to see the history of Mr. Goto and the
Hamakua Jodo Mission being passed down
across many generations through the efforts of
many people.

Last year, in the summer of 2021, I published a
book in Japan, based on various documents and
more than 100 interviews, regarding the
historical transition of Japanese/Japanese
Americans and international relations as well as
Katsu Goto’s stories. The title of the book is
Hawai‘i Nikkei-jin No Rekishiteki Hensen:
America Kara Yomigaeru “Eiyu” Goto Katsu (The
Historical Transition of Japanese in Hawai‘i:
Katsu Goto Revived as a “Hero”).

I am currently working on the English version of
the manuscript which is scheduled to be
published in the U.S. as soon as possible so that
it can be read by Hamakua Jodo Mission
members and many people in the global
community. History does not pertain only to the
past. I believe it is important how we apply what
we have learned from the past to ensure a better
future. I am very grateful to everyone I have met
throughout my research journey and who have
contributed to this study. I hope the English
version is useful for all of you. Mahalo nui loa!

Thank you Dr. Hori for your wonderful newsletter
contribution and friendship throughout the years.
We enjoyed reading about your research and
look forward to reading the English version of
your book once it is published! We want to
extend our appreciation to Ugaku Bunko for
allowing us to publish Katsu Goto’s letter in this



edition of our newsletter. Mahalo to our friends in
Japan!

IN APPRECIATION

We want to acknowledge those who generously
gifted us with monetary donations:

Mr. & Mrs. David Kohara

FRIENDLY REMINDERS

Invoices: There seems to be an issue where
some invoices are not being passed on to Sandy
Takahashi, who has been volunteering with the
bookkeeping, while we continue our search for a
treasurer.

If you are a vendor, member or volunteer
seeking payment or reimbursement, please send
your invoices to HJM’s mailing address with
“Attention: Bookkeeping” written on the envelope
or you may send it via email to:
contact@hamakuajodomission.org to ensure
receipt of it.

Contact Information Update: If you have
changed your email address, phone number or
have moved to a new address, please notify us
so that our temple’s files can be updated.

Membership Renewal: With the year coming to a
close soon, and 2023 membership dues
becoming due in a couple of months, this is a
friendly reminder to send in your 2022
membership dues ($60) if you haven’t already.

You can send in a check made payable to:
Hamakua Jodo Mission Attn: Membership, P.O.
Box 7, Honokaa, HI 96727

IN SEARCH OF VOLUNTEERS!

We are always actively looking for individuals
who are willing to become volunteers at our
temple. Members and those in the community -
we need your kokua!

All you need is a desire to help and a few hours
of your time a month. Whether it is manual labor,
administrative help or becoming a docent, your
help is invaluable.

If you are interested, please reach out to us via
(808) 775-0965 or sending us an email at:

contact@hamakuajodomission.org

CONTRIBUTIONS & SUBMISSIONS

If you would like to submit any stories, memories
or photos for an upcoming edition of our
newsletter, please feel free to email them to:

contact@hamakuajodomission.org

Submissions are due by the 15th of each month
in either Word, JPEG or PNG file formats.

Mahal� fo� readin� an� you� ongoin�
suppo�� !   - Th� Hamaku� Jod� Missio�

Ne�sle�e� Commi�e�
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