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A lot has been going on at Hamakua Jodo
Mission since last month’s newsletter, so without
further ado, we will jump right in with our October
edition. Enjoy!

A SPECIAL VISIT FROM THE GOVERNOR OF
HIROSHIMA PREFECTURE

Group photo in front of the temple

Earlier this month, Dr. Patsy Iwasaki contacted
members of the Katsu Goto Education
Committee to inform them that the East Hawaii
Hiroshima Kenjinkai was hosting the 55th
Commemorative Celebration of their
organization.

As part of their celebration, one of their guests
scheduled to attend was Hidehiko Yuzaki, who is
the Governor of the Hiroshima Prefecture in
Japan.

Dr. Iwasaki stated that Governor Yuzaki and his
delegation requested to visit Hamakua Jodo
Mission and Katsu Goto’s gravesite as part of
their itinerary while on the island. They wanted to

honor and pay their respect to Katsu Goto’s
legacy in Hawaii due to the strong connections
established via Dr. Fumiko Kaya (Katsu Goto’s
niece), who was a deeply respected community
leader in Hiroshima.

On October 13, 2022, Dr. Iwasaki, the Katsu
Goto Education Committee, along with our
Board of Directors including former director
George Higaki, welcomed Governor Yuzaki and
his staff: Ryoichi Sugiyama (Director General,
Regional Policy Bureau), Takeshi Okoda
(Director of International Affairs division),
Takashi Noda (Group Leader of International
Affairs Division), Chihiro Wakabayashi (Senior
Staff, Secretarial Division), Reiko Yoshida
Hamano (translator) and Ms. Amakura (guide).

Floral arrangement presented by Governor Yuzaki

A short service and floral presentation by
Governor Yuzaki was held at Katsu Goto’s
gravesite.



Dr. Iwasaki gave a short speech about Katsu
Goto and presented a copy of the newest
edition of her best selling book “Hamakua Hero”
to Governor Yuzaki.

Dr. Iwasaki presents Governor Yuzaki with a copy of the
newest edition of her book “Hamakua Hero.”

George Higaki & Governor Yuzaki

Photographer Sarah Anderson was on hand to
capture this memorable visit.

Having Governor Yuzaki visit Hamakua Jodo
Mission during his trip to Hawaii is a great honor
we should be very proud of.

In addition to attending the East Hawaii Kenjinkai
celebration in Hilo, he had an extensive itinerary
filled with official appearances around the State
during his Hawaii visit, which included a Sister
State Library Tour with Governor David Ige on
Oahu.

Despite his hectic schedule, Governor Yuzaki
and his delegation still found the time to stop by
our historic temple!

Thank you to Dr. Iwasaki and Thomas Goya of
the East Hawaii Hiroshima Kenjinkai club for
coordinating this memorable visit. We’d also like
to thank the staff and friends of the Honokaa
Heritage Center who donated orchid leis made
for this visit from Grace Flowers Hawaii. The leis
were presented to Governor Yuzaki and his staff
upon their arrival.

Beautiful orchid leis for our prestigious guests

*All photos except photo of George Higaki &
Governor Yuzaki courtesy of Sarah Anderson

DRIVEWAY CHAIN GATE CONCERNS

Late last month, the eye bolt located on the left
gate post where the chain gate latches onto, was
discovered bent out of shape and appeared
tampered with.

When we contacted our neighbor to inquire if
they saw or heard anything between the hours
we estimated this incident occurred, we were
told that a friend of theirs accidentally backed
into it and was sorry. The post showed no visible
damage.

A few days later, the combination lock, which
was working fine prior to that, would not open.
Like the post, it showed no discernable signs of
damage, so it is difficult to determine if it was
tampered with or failed on its own. A new eye
bolt and combination lock were purchased,



donated and installed by Lani & Cary
Matsumoto.

Some of you may recall that a few months ago
there was an incident where someone tried to
cut the chain gate. The Honokaa Police
Department (“HPD”) is aware of these ongoing
incidents and have started to perform regular
drive-by checks at the bottom of the driveway
area. Please keep vigilant and report any
suspicious people or activity to HPD!

OTHER NOTEWORTHY HAPPENINGS

● We received an amendment to our existing
license agreement from Kamehameha
Schools (“KS”) on September 24, 2022 for
review and acceptance. This stemmed from
the leasing issue that arose a couple of
months ago where KS inadvertently leased
out part of the land that we occupy to
someone else.

The amendment was forwarded to our Board
of Directors for their review to make a
collective decision on whether to accept the
terms presented before the deadline of
October 4, 2022.

● Director Lani Matsumoto completed and filed
our 2022 Annual Business Report with the
Department of Commerce and Consumer
Affairs.

● The Hilo Meishoin Sr YBA is holding their
2023 Aloha Meishoin Sr YBA Convention in
Hilo on June 2-4, 2023. The deadline to
submit names of those who are interested in
attending is October 24, 2022.

● Two large dogs without identification tags
have been roaming around the property and
near the driveway on several occasions.

They often cause our motion detector lights
to come on repeatedly during the late
evenings. We suspect that these are hunting
dogs as sounds similar to gunshots have
been heard from time to time late at night
near the property, and wild pig hunters live in
the neighborhood.

We do not know who these dogs belong to
and ask that you refrain from feeding or
approaching them.

● Nic Tanaka of Honokaa shared beautiful
images that he took of this year’s bon dance
celebration. These photos will be added to
our website in a new category soon!

● Our temple got a brief mention in an article
featured in the latest edition of the Hamakua
Times. The article covered the Foothill
College & Stanford University Hawaii
Indigenous Archaeology Field School
Program, who visited Honokaa Town in
August.

● The following members showed up on the
weekend prior to Governor Yuzaki and his
delegation’s visit to clean the cemetery and
grounds: George Higaki, Cary Matsumoto,
David Higaki, Eric Page, Lani Matsumoto,
Sandy Takahashi, Pickens Kehrer and Keith
Higaki. Mahalo to all of them for volunteering
their time!



2006 EARTHQUAKE CEMETERY REPAIRS

October 5, 2006 marked the 16th anniversary of
the Kiholo Bay earthquake. This 6.7 magnitude
earthquake wreaked havoc around the Big
Island, causing damage to structures and many
landmarks.

Hamakua Jodo Mission was fortunate that the
temple fared well, however the cemetery did not.
Many headstones shifted, toppled over, or
cracked apart.

It seemed like a daunting task, but members of
our temple along with 23 volunteers consisting of
Hilo Meishoin, Hakalau Jodo Mission and
Kurtistown Jodo Mission members, came
together on October 22, 2006.

If you looked at the cemetery today, one would
never guess the extent of the damage that the
earthquake caused.

It is due to the hard work and dedication of the
men and women who worked as a team to help
restore our cemetery, which is one of the oldest
cemeteries in the State of Hawaii.

TANIKICHI FUJITANI

A Founding Member of Hamakua Jodo
Mission

We have so much to be thankful for Tanikichi
Fujitani’s hard work and endurance in making
the Hamakua Jodo Mission a reality. He was a
hard working, savvy entrepreneur that helped
raise funds for the original temple that was built
in 1896.

Tanikichi Fujitani arrived in Hawaii in 1885 on the
Kanyaku Imin, the second ship of government
sponsored laborers from Japan. Mr. Fujitani
worked for the sugar plantation and once his
three year contract ended, he worked for a store
in Honokaa.

In 1892, his wife joined him in Honokaa and they
opened a store the following year.

When the government built a road in Honokaa,
he contracted to build the road and hired
Japanese men whose contracts with the sugar
plantation had ended. It was a profitable



business and Mr. Fujitani contracted almost all
the road construction in the Honokaa area.

Mr. Fujitani also worked very hard in the
community and was one of the founding
members of Hamakua Jodo Mission. He, along
with Rev. Gakuo Okabe, visited house to house
on foot to ask for donations to build the original
temple in 1896.

They persisted long, tiring journeys within the
plantation camps and often subsisted on
bananas on their treks, all to make the
immigrants’ dream of having a temple a reality.

He and another founding member, Shoichi Hino,
were instrumental in securing a $300 donation
from Hisashi Shimamura, the Imperial Consulate
General of Japan to Hawaii, to help build the
temple.

Photo courtesy of Lyman Museum

After he closed his businesses in Honokaa, Mr.
Fujitani relocated to Ahualoa and then to Hawi.
He was the committee chairman for the
establishment of the Hawi Japanese School. Mr.
Fujitani also donated two acres of land for the
Ahualoa Japanese School in 1928.

He left an indelible mark on the Hamakua Coast,
with his many successful businesses and
promoting the importance of education.

OJUYA

The Jodo Shu observes Ojuya typically in the
months of October or November. It is referred to
as a time of “Special Nembutsu,” in homage to
Amida Buddha.

Traditionally, Buddhists gather together to chant
the nembutsu (reciting and invoking Amida
Buddha’s name repetitively with gratitude “Namu
Amida Butsu”) over a period of ten days and ten
nights.

Over time, this observation period has shortened
to a few days; in Hawaii it is usually observed in
a one day service.

NOVEMBER NENKI SERVICES

DATE       NAME YEAR

11/06       Robert Hasebe 47th

11/26 Sukeyoshi Yamamoto 47th



Please contact Rev. Wansa at (808) 987-8495 if
you want to schedule a Nenki memorial service.

This month features part two of a three-part
series by Dr. Erika Hori of Japan about her
research on Katsu Goto. It delves into the efforts
in Hawaii to promote awareness of Mr. Goto’s
story, and features familiar people in our
community!

Dr. Hori, an accomplished professor at the
Nagoya University in Japan, is currently working
on an English version of her book titled Hawaiʻi
Nikkei-jin No Rekishiteki Hensen: America Kara
Yomigaeru "Eiyu" Goto Katsu (The Historical
Transition of Japanese in Hawai'i: Katsu Goto
Revived as a "Hero").

My Research Journey on Katsu Goto
By Erika Hori, Ph.D.

(Nagoya University, Japan)

In 2006, a play based on the Goto lynching
incident was performed at the Kumu Kahua
Theater in Honolulu. I researched and conducted
interviews with playwright Mr. Eric Anderson,
the director, and the actors based on how the
incidents were presented in the play in the nexus
of racial/ethnic relations and postcolonial
studies.

Among the people I interviewed regarding the
commemoration process of Mr. Goto were
former State Representative Yoshito Takamine
and Mr. Gaylord Kubota, who worked tirelessly
to hold the memorial service for Mr. Goto in
1985, as well as Mr. and Ms. Yano, former State
Senator Dwight Takamine, Mr. Kaneshiro, and
Mr. William McCowatt, who worked hard to erect
the Katsu Goto Memorial in 1994.

I also interviewed Mr. Arnold Hiura regarding his
challenge to make a film on Mr. Goto in the
1990s, Ms. Kazuko Shinoto of Bishop Museum
in Honolulu regarding a gold watch that was
exhibited as Mr. Goto’s, and Mr. Miles Okumura
of the Honoka‘a Hongwanji Peace Committee
regarding the erection of the peace pole of 2014.

Honoka‘a/Pa‘auhau long-time residents,
including Mr. Tsuneo Yamamoto, shared their
memories. As the president of Hamakua Jodo
Mission, Mr. Masayoshi Nishimori provided the
plantation’s history and his family’s long-term
involvement with the Buddhist temple.

Dr. Erika Hori & Yoshito Takamine in 2007

Awareness of the fact that some of the people I
personally interviewed have passed away, is
saddening. I would like to express my sincere
condolences to their families and gratitude to
them for their kindness and massive
contributions to the communities.

In Honolulu and Hiroshima, Japan, I investigated
the Goto of Hiroshima Foundation, a US–Japan
friendship organization, whose goal was to
overcome the violent history of the lynching and



atomic bombing, and focus on building friendly
relations between the countries. The
organization was founded in 1992 by Dr. Fumiko
Kaya, Mr. Goto's niece and a survivor of the
Hiroshima atomic bomb incident. The
foundation’s members, including Mr. Shoichi Fujii
and Ms. Akiko Furutani of the Hiroshima
Committee, who have led the organization's
activities in Hiroshima, and Mr. Walter Saito and
Dr. Dennis Ogawa of the Hawai‘i Committee
were interviewed.

After submitting my doctoral dissertation, I
supported the Katsu Goto documentary film
production, which began in Hawai‘i, as a
researcher. With the common goal of exploring
Mr. Goto’s stories, I worked with film director Dr.
Patsy Iwasaki, documentary producer Mr. Daniel
Miller, and Dr. Yoshinori Kato, a resident of Mr.
Goto’s hometown, Oiso, Kanagawa Prefecture in
Japan.

In the summers of 2015 and 2016, to conduct
my research, I spent two months in Cincinnati,
Ohio, the hometown of Robert Overend—the
man seemingly behind the Goto lynching.

Next month: Dr. Hori's final entry to this
three-part series discusses her discovery of
several handwritten letters that Katsu Goto wrote
before immigrating to Hawaii and her book
Hawai‘i Nikkei-jin No Rekishiteki Hensen:
America Kara Yomigaeru "Eiyu" Goto Katsu (The
Historical Transition of Japanese in Hawai‘i:
Katsu Goto Revived as a "Hero").

We want to acknowledge those who generously
gifted us with monetary donations:

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Gumbs, Mr. & Mrs. Jason
Imamura, Mr. & Mrs. Warren Miyasaki, Mr. &
Mrs. Charles Anderson, Mr. & Mrs. Roy Saito,
and a donor from Oahu who requested to remain
anonymous.

We would like to personally thank the volunteers
at the Honoka’a Heritage Center who donated
many food items that included boxes of
pre-packaged snacks such as granola bars and
sandwich crackers, bags of beef jerky and fresh
fruit for the Obon committee to hand out during
our recent bon dance.

The center has been an ardent supporter of our
temple for many years, sending visitors our way
on a regular basis.

They currently have our 2020 & 2021 bon dance
tenuguis and the fabulous postcards on
consignment in their gift shop and are also
responsible for the Historypin website that was
created for our temple at no cost to us.

Another person who we want to express our
sincerest gratitude to is John Hetherington, a
fourth generation architect based in Kailua-Kona,
Hawaii.

Before moving to Hawaii, he was a well known
artist and exhibit designer in the Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania area, specializing in work with
children and education.

John prepared architectural drawings that were
needed to determine occupancy limits for our
temple and dining hall required by the fire
marshal. John graciously drove all the way from
Kailua-Kona to meet us and did the work pro
bono. His generosity saved us hundreds of
dollars in fees, and he took a genuine interest in
the history of our temple.

Since then, John has become a good friend and
supporter of Hamakua Jodo Mission. He has
continued to help us with his architectural



expertise whenever we have questions and
submitted the following article to us:

Hamakua Jodo Mission: Thoughts and
Insights 2022

By John Hetherington
Hetherington Architecture LLC

Aloha to all!

Back in early 2020 just before the Covid
lockdowns on the Big Island, I was fortunate
enough to be asked to do an Architectural site
visit at the Hamakua Jodo Mission. My wife and I
both love the area, so we drove together from
the Kona side on a day trip.

We were hosted at the Mission by Sandy and
Masa who gave us an extensive tour of the
buildings and grounds. Feeling their care and
respect for the living spirit and the history of the
temple and the land made this a very special
journey.

Sandy Takahashi, The Hetheringtons & Masa Nishimori in
2020

There are two sides to my experience at the
Mission. I was invited for technical reasons but
there was also the spiritual joy of being there
and the sense of peace as we walked the
grounds.

The architecture and the craftsmanship of the
temple and the altar area are classic and

inspirational. I have heard about Japanese
carpentry without nails for many years, but this is
the first time I got to see this type of work in
person. The classic sweeping roof style and the
beam end carvings are awesome. In the main
worship area of the temple, the altar and the koa
wood carvings are also stunning.

Having spent some time in my younger days
making bells and gongs, a wonderful moment
was seeing the temple bell hanging from the
ceiling on the walk-around deck area.

The importance of the Hamakua Jodo Mission is
of course more than just an historical building.
The many hands and hearts of those who built it,
have worshiped there, and cared for this place
are what make it alive and special. The spirit and
love of Buddha are very much alive.

I was happy to hear that the bon dance could
take place again this year. The grounds and
temple are an amazing treasure on the Big
Island. There are of course challenges with
taking care of any historic buildings and I wish
the best for those who are dedicated to the care
of the Mission.

LOST AND FOUND

Did anyone lose their juzu prayer beads (also
known as “jizu”) while visiting the temple?

One was recently found in the front yard. If this is
yours, please contact us at (808) 775-0965 to
identify it and make arrangements for pick up.

IN SEARCH OF VOLUNTEERS!

Volunteers are still far and few between at the
temple. We are looking for individuals who are
willing to devote some extra spare time and



make a commitment to follow through on various
projects.

You do not have to be a member of our temple in
order to volunteer - just someone who is ready,
willing and able!

If you are interested in helping, you can reach
out to us via (808) 775-0965 or sending us an
email at:

contact@hamakuajodomission.org

FRIENDLY REMINDERS

Contact Information Update: If you have
changed your email address, phone number or
have moved to a new address, please let us
know so that our temple’s files can be updated.

Dining hall door: When locking up and exiting
the dining hall, please double check that the
door on the far left of the building is secured.
The twist lock button on the inner door knob
should be turned so it faces in a lateral position,
not vertical.

Membership Renewal: With 2022 coming to a
close soon, this is a friendly reminder to send in
your membership dues ($60) if you haven’t
already. You can send in a check made payable
to: Hamakua Jodo Mission Attn: Membership,
P.O. Box 7, Honokaa, HI 96727.

Ongoing Hondo help: We are still finding ihais
and the senko receptacle toppled over where the
urns are stored. Your kokua in picking them up
and putting them in an upright position is
appreciated!

CONTRIBUTIONS & SUBMISSIONS

If you would like to submit any stories, memories
or photos for an upcoming edition of our
newsletter, please feel free to email them to:

contact@hamakuajodomission.org

Submissions can be as short or long as you
want, and are welcomed in either Word, JPEG or
PNG file formats. The newsletter committee
always welcomes ideas, suggestions and
commentary, too!

We want to close this month’s edition with the
following Japanese saying: “Okage Sama De - I
am what I am because of you.”

Let us not forget that the lives we lead today are
because of the many sacrifices that our
ancestors endured to give us a better life.

Mahal� fo� readin� an� you� ongoin�
suppo�� !   - Th� Hamaku� Jod� Missio�

Ne�sle�e� Commi�e�
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