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 We  hope  everyone  had  an  enjoyable  Labor  Day 
 holiday  weekend  and  are  looking  forward  to  the 
 Fall season, which officially starts on the 22nd! 

 HIGAN 

 Every  Spring  and  Autumn,  Buddhist  temples 
 around  the  world  hold  an  O-higan  service.  In 
 Buddhism,  “Higan”  means  “the  other  shore,”  which 
 represents the Pure Land or Nirvana. 

 The  Amida  Buddha  Sutra  states  that  Shakyamuni 
 Buddha  said  to  his  disciples,  “From  here  toward 
 the  west,  there  is  a  world  called  the  Land  of 
 Happiness.  In  that  land  there  is  a  Buddha  named 
 Amida.  He  is,  at  present,  preaching  the  Dharma. 
 Since  the  country’s  living  beings  do  not  have  any 
 sinful  desires  and  only  receive  happiness,  it  is 
 named  the  Land  of  Happiness,  or  The  Pure 
 Land.” 

 Autumn  O-Higan  Day  is  observed  in  September, 
 where  we  celebrate  our  life  and  the  lives  of  our 
 ancestors  in  the  Pure  Land.  Many  offer  sweet 
 azuki-bean  rice  cakes  such  as  ohagi  on  altars  and 
 gravesites during this observation. 

 Although  HJM  has  not  held  a  monthly  Hoyo  in 
 2022,  we  need  to  remember  to  observe  them  in 
 our  homes  and  hearts  with  a  prayer  to  honor  our 
 ancestors and founders. 

 *Hoyo  is  a  Buddhist  memorial  service  that  is 
 observed  such  as  Gyoki,  Ojuya,  Bodhi  Day  and 
 Hanamatsuri to name a few. 

 MID-PACIFIC INSTITUTE CLASS OF 1966 
 REUNION GROUP VISITS HJM 

 We  were  contacted  by  Michael  Yamagata,  an 
 alumni  of  the  Mid-Pacific  Institute  Class  of  1966 
 after  he  visited  our  website.  He  sent  us  an  email 
 inquiry  a  few  months  ago  asking  if  we  could  host  a 
 tour  of  HJM  for  his  fellow  reunion  group.  We  gladly 
 accepted! 

 On  September  15,  2022,  their  group  of  sixteen 
 alumni  stopped  by  for  a  tour  after  a  day  of 
 sightseeing  on  the  Hamakua  Coast.  Many  of  them 
 traveled  from  the  outer  islands  and  the  mainland 
 for  this  reunion  trip.  HJM  member  Sandy 
 Takahashi  greeted  and  took  them  around  the 
 premises.  She  also  gave  them  an  overview  of  the 
 history of our temple and cemetery. 

 The  alumni  were  in  awe  of  the  temple’s 
 architecture,  took  many  photographs  and  showed 



 much  interest  on  their  tour.  They  asked  questions 
 about  HJM’s  founding  members,  Katsu  Goto,  why 
 we  aren’t  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
 Places,  and  more.  They  graciously  gave  our 
 temple  bouquets  of  flowers  and  also  a  gift  basket 
 to  Sandy  for  hosting  them.  Mahalo  Michael  and  the 
 Mid-Pac crew! 

 OTHER NOTEWORTHY HAPPENINGS 

 ●  HJM  member  Iris  Nakagawa  donated  several 
 photos  of  men  working  on  Katsu  Goto’s 
 gravesite  in  1966.  Scanned  copies  of  these 
 photos  have  also  been  forwarded  to  the  Katsu 
 Goto  Committee  that  is  being  spearheaded 
 by  Dwight  Takamine  and  Dr.  Patsy  Iwasaki. 
 Their  goal  is  to  get  Mr.  Goto’s  story  into  the 
 curriculum of Hawaiʻi schools. 

 ●  The  Hawaii  Council  of  Jodo  Missions  recently 
 sent  their  membership  dues  assessment 
 invoice  to  us.  The  total  amount  due  was  for 
 $2,044.67  . 

 We  were  assessed  $49.87  per  each  member 
 based  on  the  member  count  that  we  provided 
 them back in April 2022. 

 This  means  approximately  82%  of  the 
 membership  dues  you  pay  to  HJM  does  not 
 stay  in  house.  It  is  important  that  all  members 
 remember  to  pay  their  yearly  dues  because 
 we  have  to  pay  this  assessment  based  on  the 
 amount of members we have! 

 ●  Posts  and  fencing  work  on  the  boundary  lines 
 between  HJM  and  the  neighboring  land 
 resumed  on  Labor  Day  weekend  by  the  new 
 Lessee. 

 ●  In  the  third  quarter  of  this  year,  HJM’s  official 
 website  garnered  over  1,786  views  and 
 counting! 

 Online  visitors  from  France,  India,  Finland, 
 Russia,  China,  Netherlands,  Poland,  Japan, 
 Brazil,  Singapore,  Belgium,  United  Kingdom, 
 USA,  Ireland  and  the  Philippines  have  been 
 logged by our domain host. 

 These  statistics  reflect  interest  in  our  historical 
 temple  from  around  the  world.  Efforts  to 
 continue  promoting  the  history  of  HJM  are 
 important  and  beneficial  for  us  with  research, 
 fund  development,  education  and  preservation 
 efforts. 

 ●  Many  of  our  trees  are  starting  to  bear  fruit 
 again  which  means  trespassers  will  start 
 coming  up  to  the  property  to  steal  them  for 
 resale.  If  you  see  trespassers  on  the  property, 
 please  report  it  to  the  Honokaʻa  Police 
 Department. They are aware of the problem. 

 ●  The  Hawaii  Council  of  Jodo  Missions 
 Laypersons  Association  &  Rengo  Fujinkai 
 held  a  statewide  convention  via  Zoom  on 
 September 17, 2022. 

 ●  Driveway  sign  update:  Mahalo  to  Kelvin 
 Watanabe,  local  manager  of  Hawaiian  Telcom 
 for  sending  a  crew  to  inspect  and  fix  the 
 dented  sign  at  the  bottom  of  the  driveway. 
 They  straightened  out  the  sign  and 
 repositioned  the  pole  as  seen  in  the  photo 
 below: 

 Before  After 

 ●  Fun  fact:  When  Governor  David  Ige  visited 
 Japan  last  month,  he  met  with  his  cousin  who 
 is  from  Suo-Oshima,  Japan.  Suo  Oshima’s 
 mayor,  Joko  Fujimoto  also  happens  to  be  the 
 minister  of  Sairenji  Temple,  which  is  the  same 
 temple  that  our  founding  minister,  Rev.  Gakuo 
 Okabe  came  from.  When  Rev.  Okabe  left  HJM 
 in  1898  to  move  back  to  Japan,  he  continued 
 to  minister  at  the  Sairenji  Temple.  Gov.  Ige’s 



 mother’s  family  are  also  members  of  Sairenji 
 Temple, too. Small world! 

 ●  Mrs.  Fujitani’s  family  donated  books  and 
 miscellaneous  items  that  they  found  that  she 
 had  kept  regarding  HJM.  Some  of  the  items 
 were  vintage  goeika  songbooks,  Buddhist 
 literature and paperbacks. 

 A  large  photo  album  that  contained  many 
 photos  of  past  members  and  events 
 throughout  the  years  was  perhaps  the  most 
 significant  and  priceless  item.  Unforgettable 
 memories  and  events  were  captured  via 
 photos. 

 These  photos  are  currently  being  scanned  by 
 members  volunteering  their  time  so  there  is  a 
 digitized file of them, at no cost to HJM. 

 One  of  the  gems  found  was  an  old  photo  of 
 HJM circa 1930s! 

 ●  Did  you  know  that  Tilden  Osako  of  California 
 is  responsible  for  photographing  and 
 translating  the  majority  of  gravestones  in  the 
 cemetery? 

 Tilden  started  compiling  the  translations  on 
 and  off  since  2013  and  donated  a  collection  of 
 binders  with  the  information  he  assembled  so 
 far.  This  binder  is  available  for  viewing  inside 
 of  the  temple.  It  is  on  the  large  table  near  the 
 sliding  door  and  is  to  be  used  as  a  cemetery 
 reference  guide  for  visitors.  Tilden  also 

 uploaded  the  extensive  information  to  the  Find 
 A Grave website as well. 

 Many  of  Tilden’s  ancestors  were  influential 
 figures  in  HJM’s  history.  We  will  be  featuring 
 them in a future edition of our newsletter. 

 Thank  you  Tilden,  for  your  translation  work  in 
 this  arduous  project  and  helping  HJM  maintain 
 a record of the gravestones for our files! 

 ●  International  Day  of  Peace  is  being  celebrated 
 around  the  world  on  September  22,  2022. 
 Many  Buddhist  temples  around  the  world  will 
 be  participating  in  the  3rd  Annual  Virtual  Ring 
 Your  Bell  for  Peace  Day  Program,  where 
 people  around  the  world  ring  bells 
 simultaneously. 

 The  Honokaa  Town  Business  Association  will 
 be  joining  in  the  celebrations  by  having  a 
 “Peace  Out  Saturday”  event  throughout  town 
 on  September  24,  2022.  Help  support  many 
 Honokaa  businesses  who  have  lent  a  helping 
 hand  to  HJM  over  the  years  through  their 
 donations, promotions and support! 

 ●  In  Japanese,  “Kei”  means  respect  and  “ro” 
 means  elders.  Many  of  our  sister  Jodo  Shu 
 temples  honor  their  elder  members  who  are 
 80  years  young  and  older,  designating  them 
 “Keiro members.” 



 We  felt  it  was  long  overdue  at  HJM  to 
 recognize  our  Keiro  members.  We  are 
 honored  to  have  the  following  members  as 
 part  of  our  congregation.  They  are:  Sueichi 
 Kawashima,  Sadako  Kato,  Toshiyuki 
 Nakagawa,  Susumu  Fujii,  Kazue  Kimura  and 
 George Higaki. 

 They  have  sacrificed  and  dedicated  countless 
 years  of  their  time  and  devotion  to  HJM.  It  is  of 
 note  that  five  out  of  these  six  members  are 
 over 90 years young! 

 . 
 TOME ODA 

 (1886 - 1959) 

 We've  heard  a  lot  about  the  men  who  played 
 important  roles  in  the  history  of  the  church,  but 
 many  do  not  know  that  an  incredibly  resilient 
 woman  was  responsible  for  keeping  Hamakua 
 Jodo  Mission  afloat  during  World  War  II.  Her 
 name  was  Tome  Oda,  who  was  the  mother-in-law 
 of Rev. Kogan Ekuan. 

 Tragedy  struck  Rev.  Kogan  Ekuan's  family  in  1941 
 when  his  wife,  Kimie  died  following  childbirth  of 
 twin  daughters,  one  of  which  did  not  survive.  His 
 mother-in-law,  Tome  Oda  arrived  in  Paauhau  to 
 help  care  for  Reverend  Ekuan  and  his  three 
 children:  his  newborn  daughter  and  two  very  young 
 sons, a 2 year old and  a 1 year old respectively. 

 Later  that  year,  Rev.  Ekuan's  mother  fell  critically  ill 
 in  Hiroshima,  Japan.  He  left  Hawaii  in  August 
 1941  to  see  his  mother  but  while  he  was  there, 
 World  War  II  broke  out.  He  was  unable  to  return  to 
 Hawai'i  due  to  the  war  and  being  a  Japanese 
 citizen,  conscripted  into  the  Imperial  Army  of 
 Japan. 

 Buddhist  temples  were  shut  down,  but  Ms.  Oda 
 managed  to  largely  take  care  of  the  temple  and 
 cemetery  by  herself,  in  addition  to  raising  three 
 young children. 

 At  that  time,  the  cottage  did  not  have  running  hot 
 water  nor  a  refrigerator.  The  furo  bath  water  was 
 heated  by  harvesting  neighboring  ironwood  trees. 
 Ms.  Oda  received  help  from  the  community  and 
 members  of  the  congregation,  such  as  Sanji 
 Nishikawa. 

 Ms.  Oda  was  also  an  adept  gardener  and 
 maintained  a  large  garden  located  just  mauka  of 
 the  cottage  and  makai  to  the  cemetery.  She  grew 
 many  varieties  of  vegetables  and  flowers.  Easter 
 lilies  were  planted  by  her  to  bloom  just  in  time  for 
 the Spring Ohigan service in March. 

 Ms.  Oda  was  a  very  spiritual  person  who  recited 
 the  sutra  in  front  of  the  Amida  Buddha  statue  in  the 
 temple  and  placed  a  glass  of  water  on  the  cottage 
 porch for the Sun God every morning. 

 She  was  a  strong  follower  of  Odaisan,  which  is  the 
 Shingon  sect  of  Buddhism.  Once  a  month,  she 
 would  host  a  Odaishiko  with  several  women  from 
 the  community  and  would  chant  Odaisan  sutras 
 she  knew  by  heart.  This  promoted  tolerance  of 
 different faiths. 

 Ms.  Oda  played  a  significant  part  in  perpetuating 
 HJM’s  existence.  She  held  things  together  during 
 the  war  torn  years  not  only  for  her  family,  but  also 
 for  the  Japanese  community  who  came  to  rely  on 
 the temple and the teachings of Buddhism. 



 When  Rev.  Ekuan  returned  after  the  war  with  his 
 new  wife,  Tane  in  1948,  his  family  was  reunited 
 and he resumed his minister duties. 

 Ms.  Oda  passed  away  on  January  28,  1959.  She 
 will  always  be  an  integral  part  of  HJM's  history  and 
 remembered  undoubtedly  was  a  one  woman 
 warrior - persevering through adversity. 

 HONORING WOMEN MEMBERS 
 OF THE PAST 

 Speaking  of  noteworthy  women  of  HJM,  we  cannot 
 forget  the  many  female  members  of  the  past  who 
 pulled  their share of duties. 

 This  is  a  photo  of  some  of  the  fabulous  HJM 
 women  taken  in  March  2004  who  worked  behind 
 the  scenes  cleaning,  preparing  food,  representing 
 our temple at conventions and more! 

 Sadly,  many  of  them  are  no  longer  with  us,  but  they 
 are  fondly  remembered  as  the  silent  force  behind 
 HJM.  Can you name some of them in the photo? 

 OCTOBER NENKI SERVICES 

 DATE       NAME  YEAR 

 10/03       Shinichiro Watanabe  37  th 

 10/07  Saburo Saito  37  th 

 10/18  Yaeno Higaki  37  th 

 10/28       Midori Enanoria  23  rd 

 Please  contact  Rev.  Wansa  at  (808)  987-8495  if 
 you want to schedule a Nenki memorial service. 

 We  are  proud  to  launch  a  three-part  series  written 
 by  Dr.  Erika  Hori  about  her  research  on  Katsu 
 Goto  and  how  she  became  involved  with  our 
 temple and community. 

 Dr.  Hori,  an  accomplished  professor  at  the 
 Nagoya  University  in  Japan,  is  currently  working 
 on  an  English  version  of  her  book  titled  Hawai i̒ 
 Nikkei-jin  No  Rekishiteki  Hensen:  America  Kara 
 Yomigaeru  "Eiyu"  Goto  Katsu  (The  Historical 
 Transition  of  Japanese  in  Hawai'i:  Katsu  Goto 
 Revived as a "Hero"). 

 My Research Journey on Katsu Goto 
 By Erika Hori, Ph.D. 

 (Nagoya University, Japan) 

 Aloha  from  Japan!  This  article  shares  my 
 experiences  at  Hamakua  Jodo  Mission,  in  which 
 both  the  experiences  and  place  are  special  to  me. 
 I  briefly  share  my  journey  of  the  research  I 
 undertook  on  Mr.  Katsu  Goto—a  Japanese 
 immigrant  who  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Buddhist 
 temple’s graveyard. 

 Mr.  Katsu  Goto  (1861–1889)  immigrated  to 
 Hawai‘i  in  1885  as  a  Kanyaku  Imin.  After  working 
 as  a  laborer  on  a  contract  basis  at  sugar 
 plantations  in  O‘okala  on  the  Hamakua  Coast  on 
 the  Big  Island,  he  opened  a  general  store  in 



 Honoka‘a,  becoming  a  successful  storekeeper. 
 Japanese  contract  laborers  in  the  Overend 
 plantation  in  the  area  began  going  to  Mr.  Goto  for 
 advice  about  labor  issues.  He  advised  them  to 
 settle  labor  issues  in  court  and  became  the  target 
 of  strong  opposition  from  influential  Caucasian 
 figures. 

 In  1889,  he  was  lynched  in  Honoka‘a  at  the  age  of 
 28  years.  I  have  been  researching  this  lynching 
 case  and  related  stories  for  18  years  to  explore  its 
 historical  background,  the  issues  of  memory 
 transitions,  and  representations  from  multiple 
 perspectives.  I  had  a  Japanese  book  on  the 
 results  of  those  studies  published  in  Japan  last 
 year  and  currently  I  am  working  on  the  English 
 version to be published in the U.S. 

 * * * 

 I  was  fortunate  to  have  been  granted  the 
 opportunity  to  study  in  the  graduate  program  at  the 
 University  of  Hawai‘i  at  Manoa  as  a  2004–2006 
 Prince  Crown  Akihito  Scholarship  recipient.  Prior 
 to  my  studies  at  the  University  of  Hawai‘i,  I  had 
 begun  studying  the  history  of  Japanese  Americans 
 in  Hawai‘i  and  became  deeply  interested  in  Mr. 
 Katsu  Goto  when  I  became  aware  of  the  Katsu 
 Goto  Memorial  in  Honoka‘a.  At  the  time,  there 
 were  some  great  studies  on  the  lynching  case,  but 
 they  were  based  on  a  limited  context.  Thus,  I 
 concluded  that  there  was  a  need  for  further 
 research on the case from different perspectives. 

 Despite  being  stationed  in  Honolulu,  my  graduate 
 school’s  base,  I  took  every  opportunity  to  fly  to  the 
 Big  Island  to  interview  local  people  and  collect 
 historical  documents.  However,  in  the  beginning, 
 conducting  the  study  proved  to  be  challenging. 
 Wandering  through  the  lush  valleys,  former  sugar 
 plantations  scattered  towns,  and  old  cemeteries 
 along  the  rainy  Hamakua  Coast,  I  wondered  what 
 the  23-year-old  Mr.  Goto,  who  immigrated  to 
 Hawai‘i in 1885, must have thought there. 

 The  turning  point  was  when  I  met  Mr.  Shoniro  Yano 
 and  Ms.  Maria  Yano  in  Honoka‘a.  Mr.  Yano  was 
 the  main  member  of  the  Katsu  Goto  Memorial 
 Committee  to  erect  the  Katsu  Goto  Memorial  in 
 Honoka‘a.  They  introduced  me  to  the  local  people, 
 including  Mr.  Masateru  Oketani  and  Ms.  Tomoe 
 “Violet”  Oketani—who  volunteered  to  maintain  Mr. 

 Goto’s  graveyard  at  the  Hamakua  Jodo 
 Mission—Mr.  Earl  Tanaka,  and  Mr.  Maurice 
 Kaneshiro.  Mr.  and  Ms.  Oketani  took  me  to  Mr. 
 Goto’s  graveyard  at  Hamakua  Jodo  Mission  for 
 the  first  time  and  it  became  an  unforgettable 
 moment  for  me.  Whenever  a  visit  to  Honoka‘a  was 
 necessary,  I  was  warmly  welcomed  by  the  local 
 people who also shared their stories with me. 

 Next  month:  Dr.  Hori  continues  her  research  in 
 Hawaii,  U.S.  Mainland,  and  Japan  and  writes 
 about  the  efforts  in  Hawaii  to  promote  awareness 
 of  Mr.  Goto's  story  and  the  people  she 
 interviewed  such  as  Masayoshi  "Masa" 
 Nishimori,  Dwight  Takamine,  Gaylord  Kubota 
 and  more  who,  like  her,  felt  the  importance  to 
 preserve his lega  cy. 

 WITH DEEP APPRECIATION 

 We  want  to  acknowledge  those  who  generously 
 gifted us with donations: 

 Mr.  &  Mrs.  Warren  Osako,  Larry  Higashi,  Sidney 
 Doi 

 Membership dues received and acknowledged: 

 Jason Higaki, David Higaki, Larry Higashi 

 HJM  member  Jane  Miyasaki  wanted  to  express 
 her  special  thank  yous  to  the  following  people  who 
 helped prepare and pack the bentos at Obon: 

 Nicolette  &  Elyse  Takashige,  Iris  Nakagawa, 
 Jason  &  David  Higaki,  Mark  Nakashima,  The 
 Bento  Gang  and  Jason  Imamura  &  Destry  Matsui 
 for  the  fried  fish,  Jeff  &  Carla  Takamine  for  the 
 passion fruit cookies and cake. 



 WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! 

 Presently,  there  are  only  a  handful  of  people  who 
 are  actively  volunteering  their  time  on  a  regular 
 basis.  They  have  been  helping  on  their  days  off 
 and after pau hana, and they need help! 

 For  many  years,  a  lot  of  information  was  not 
 reported  in  previous  newsletters  which  gave 
 people  the  impression  that  the  temple  and 
 grounds  (approximately  3.5  acres  to  maintain) 
 somehow  was  taken  care  of  by  “magical 
 menehunes” and HJM was without its challenges. 

 In  reality,  our  beloved  former  president,  Masa 
 Nishimori  was  the  person  who  basically  handled 
 everything  by  himself.  He  would  often  lament  how 
 not  many  people  volunteered,  and  took  it  upon 
 himself to pick up the slack and get the job done. 

 One  big  project  that  we  need  to  tackle  is  clearing 
 the  stored  materials  and  assorted  junk  from 
 beneath  the  temple  per  the  previous  Fire  Marshal 
 inspections.  We  need  to  also  clean  up  the  old 
 carport/current  storage  shed.  We  ask  that  any 
 volunteer  with  access  to  a  trailer  to  haul  large 
 items  to  the  dump  please  call  or  email  &  let  us 
 know  when  they  can  help.  Also,  members  with  a 
 truck  or  access  to  one  can  also  help.  We  will  be 
 scheduling  this  clean-up  for  an  upcoming  Sunday 
 morning  in  the  not  too  distant  future,  and  will  email 
 members  and  friends,  plus  post  the  date  &  time  in 
 the newsletter. 

 We  all  need  to  rise  to  the  occasion  and  do  our 
 share  in  volunteering  and  make  our  ancestors  and 
 Masa  proud.  Together  we  can  make  a 
 difference!  If  you  are  interested  in  helping,  please 
 reach  out  to  us  via  (808)775-0965  or  sending  us 
 an email at: 

 contact@hamakuajodomission.org 

 FRIENDLY REMINDERS 

 Membership  Renewal  :  With  2022  coming  to  a 
 close  soon,  this  is  a  friendly  reminder  to  send  in 
 your  membership  dues  ($60)  if  you  haven’t 
 already.  You  can  send  in  a  check  made  payable 
 to:  Hamakua  Jodo  Mission  Attn:  Membership, 
 P.O. Box 7, Honokaa, HI 96727. 

 Hondo  help  :  A  few  members  have  noticed  that  a 
 senko  receptacle  and  several  ihais  where  the  urns 
 are  stored  have  been  toppled  over  several  times 
 in  the  past  few  weeks.  Whether  it  is  rodents  or 
 earthquakes  causing  this  is  unknown,  but  we  ask 
 for  your  kokua  in  picking  up  the  fallen  items  and 
 straightening them out. 

 CONTRIBUTIONS & SUBMISSIONS 

 Do  you  have  any  memories,  photos,  stories,  ideas 
 that  you  would  like  to  share  so  that  we  can  include 
 them in an upcoming edition of our newsletter? 

 Submissions  can  be  as  short  or  long  as  you  want, 
 and  are  welcomed  in  either  Word,  JPEG  or  PNG 
 file  formats.  Please  feel  free  to  send  them  in  via 
 email at: 

 contact@hamakuajodomission.org 

 Thanks  for  reading,  we  hope  you  enjoyed  this 
 month’s Hamakua Jodo Mission Newsletter. 

 Until next month!!! 



 Hamakua Jodo Mission 
 P.O. Box 7 
 Honokaa, HI 96727 

 Hamakua Jodo Mission 

 The First Sanctioned Buddhist Temple Built in 

 Hawaii 

 www.hamakuajodomission.org 

 http://Bit.ly/HamakuaJodoMission 


