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Welcome to the second edition of the Hamakua
Jodo Mission Official Newsletter!

Thanks to everyone for all the positive
feedback we received regarding our July 2022
inaugural edition. We hope that you will also
enjoy reading this month’s edition, which
features our 2022 bon dance festivities,
updates about the temple, a history lesson
about some of Hamakua Jodo Mission’s
founding fathers, and more!

2022 OBON CELEBRATION RECAP

On Saturday, August 6, 2022 a group of
members and volunteers gathered at 8:30 am
to perform general cleaning of the temple,
dining hall, kitchen and cemetery. With the help
of everyone, a lot was accomplished in a single
day including setting up the lights and yagura
on the front lawn.

Five year old volunteer Liam Molina picking up broken glass

Exactly a week later on the 13th, our long
awaited Obon festivities took place. The day
kicked off with the Nishimori Familyand many
volunteers busily cooking and prepping dozens

of delicious bentos that were distributed to the
dancers during the evening.

Gravesite services started at 5pm, with indoor
Hatsubon services following right after. Just
before 7pm, a growing crowd from around the
island and beyond was forming outside with
people eager to kick off this year’s bon dance.

As one attendee remarked, “there has been a
growing anticipation in the community after two
years of not having one because of Covid - we
are ready to dance for our ancestors!”

We’d like to thank Obon chairperson Dawn
Matsui and her committee for their hard work
and dedication in organizing a memorable
event attended by many!

Kassie Tarpley, one of our youngest members
at HJM, shared her memories of learning the
time honored tradition called “Bon Odori.”

Learning the Bon Odori
By Kassie Tarpley

When I was 8, learning steps for bon dance
was always fun to me. The first bon dance
song I learned was “Tanko Bushi.” It was
known as the shovel dance - the steps were
shovel, throw over your shoulder, wipe your



sweat, push the dirt, cross, and clap x 2. It was
always one of the first songs to play at bon
dances, so at my first bon dance in Waimea, I
danced “Tanko Bushi” and sat down the rest of
the night because I was too shy to try other
dances I didn't know. My bon dance teacher at
the time, Alice Fujii told me to get up and follow
her. I danced for the entire night and since that
night, I would practice all of the dances in my
living room. In 2017, one of my goals was to
attend each major bon dance held on the Big
Island and I did it!

Hamakua Jodo Mission’s bon dance always fell
on the same Saturday as another temple.
Hamakua Jodo Mission was usually smaller
and more close-knit. In my opinion, they had
the best food afterward! My dad and I would
travel to Paauhau Mauka to attend because of
the older songs. My dad loved the slick moves
that came with the older songs/dances and I
loved the staticky sounds and vocals in it. My
favorite song was “The Cane Dance” - I have
no clue what the actual song is called to this
day! Hamakua Jodo Mission was the only
temple that would play these old songs that I'd
never heard before. It's the best thing about
Hamakua Jodo Mission’s bon dance - the
dances and atmosphere of the bon dance truly
give it an old-fashioned vibe that is perpetuated
in keeping its history alive!

OTHER NOTEWORTHY HAPPENINGS

● Kamehameha Schools (“KS”) leased out
the surrounding property located next to
HJM. An issue of where the boundary lines
were for HJM and the new Lessee (who
will be raising cattle) arose. The grassy
section of the land located past the mango
tree that we maintain that is part of our
lease and used for parking was included
as part of the new Lessee’s agreement! A
resolution to this issue is currently being
worked on by all parties involved.

● Masafumi “Masa” Honda, an Associate
Professor of Japanese Studies at the
University of Hawaii at Hilo, brought
several of his students for a visit to the
temple. He was happy to return to bring his
students back to HJM since the start of the
pandemic. He expressed interest in
bringing more of his students in the future.

● HJM volunteer Steve Toma built and
donated a new wooden shelf for our
cemetery. As many of you have noticed,
the old wooden shelf that held many vases
and glass jars in Section D of the cemetery
was dilapidated. Items would easily slide
off the shelves, causing lots of broken
glass on the grounds. Thank you Steve!

● If you live in Honokaa, you may have seen
a large group of students walking around
Mamane Street earlier this month, taking
photos and notes. They were part of the
Foothill College & Stanford University
Hawaii Indigenous Archaeology Field
School Program. While exploring and
learning about Honokaa Town, they
stopped by the temple for a visit.

The students were intrigued by the
one-of-a-kind architecture and history of
the temple, as well as the story of Katsu
Goto.

These students enjoyed their visit so much
that they made it back to the temple a few
days later on the night of our bon dance!
They joined the circle of dancers around
the yagura, trying their best to keep up with
the seasoned dancers. They left with a
deep sense of appreciation for the
traditions of our temple and respecting
different cultures. We would also like to
acknowledge the kind monetary donation
that they gave us.

● Our friend, B. Ikeuchi & Sons, Inc.
Hardware Store is closing their doors soon
after nearly 100 years in business. We
have done business with them for many
decades and they have always been very
helpful and supportive of our temple. We



wish their owners, Alan Ikeuchi and Susan
Tanoue our best in their retirement ahead!

● A few eagle-eyed members have noticed
that our sign at the bottom of the driveway
was backed into and dented prior to Obon.
Auwe! Members are looking into having the
perpetrators replace it.
.

● Our General Liability and Commercial
Umbrella Liability Insurance policies have
been renewed for another year via Mutual
Underwriters.

● A scholar from the University of California
Santa Barbara who is working on the
history of Buddhist artifacts in Hawaii,
contacted HJM via our website. He stated
he was very interested in Rev. Gakuo
Okabe, and wanted to know if the Amida
Buddha statue on our altar was the original
statue that he carried on his back in
Hawaii. It is believed that it is indeed the
original statue.

● The feral pig problem appears to be under
control at the moment. Several pigs were
caught immediately after the pig trap was
set. Thank you neighbor Keenan Alfonso!

.
KIICHIRO OKAMOTO

Kiichiro Okamoto is one of several influential
people who played a vital role in building the
konpondo and in the early days of HJM. Mr.
Okamoto served as the construction
superintendent during the building of the

konpondo (current temple). Generations later,
his family continues to have deep ties within
the Honokaa community and our historic
temple, always willing to lend a helping hand!

His grandson, Eugene Okamoto, Sr. wrote the
following article on him:

Kiichiro Okamoto

Born:  1879–Kumamoto Prefecture
Tamana City, Japan

Died:   1958–Kalopa, Hawaii
Territory of Hawaii

Age 78

As remembered by Eugene Okamoto, Sr.

Kiichiro Okamoto was my grandfather. He was
the youngest in a family of five (four boys and a
girl). The Okamoto clan were rice farmers,
educators and journalists. Today, Okamoto and
Nakagawa kin are still connected to these
occupations.

Kiichiro-san was a conscript in the Japanese
Imperial Army and fought in the
Russo-Japanese War, 1903-05. He returned
as a decorated soldier.

Rural Japan fell on hard times in the early 20th
century. So when Kiichiro-san returned from
Manchuria, jobs were scarce. His older brother



Yasuki Okamoto had already emigrated to
Hawaii around the turn of the century and lived
in Hamakua. Kiichiro followed after the war.
He was employed by the sugar plantation and
the Hamakua Ditch Company, retiring in 1949.

Kiichiro-san was active in the large Japanese
community of Kaapahu—he led and engaged
in numerous activities such as teaching
classes in Japanese history at the Kaapahu
Japanese School, the Kaapahu Bu KyoKai
(Jodo Shu Association), rebuilding the temple
at Hamakua Jodo Shu, read eulogies for
passing of church members and was one of
the founders to the short lived Hamakua
ShoKai (i.e. a credit union). His passion and
beliefs are inscribed at Hamakua Jodo Mission,
having contributed toward its sustainability for
60 years.

Kiichiro Okamoto’s service and burial took
place at Hamakua Jodo Mission, July 30, 1958,
conducted by Reverend Ekuan, also, friends
and relatives.

SEPTEMBER NENKI SERVICES

DATE       NAME YEAR

9/06        Iwa Hasebe 47th

9/20 Susumu Uyeda 43rd

9/21 Masami Doi 47th

9/24 Michiko Nishimori 7th

Please contact Rev. Wansa at (808) 987-8495
if you want to schedule a Nenki memorial
service.

WITH DEEP APPRECIATION

We want to acknowledge those who
generously gifted us with donations in the form
of monetary, food and/or supplies donations:

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Honda, Lily Alnas, Ron
Takata, Eugene Okamoto, Sr. & Family,
Tsuyako Fujitani, Kazue Kimura, Mayette
Drake, Sueichi Kawashima, Dr. & Mrs. Justin
Ekuan, Mr. & Mrs. David Kohara, Cary
Matsumoto, Ann Honda & Family, Kevin Higaki,
Mr. & Mrs. George Higaki, Bebe Ponce, Pepe
Hernandez, Mark Nakashima, Iris Nakagawa,
Jim Waddington, Thelma Ryusaki, Lani
Matsumoto, Mila Burton, Norene Yamamoto,
Randall Matsuda, Mr. & Mrs. Steve Toma,
Paula Nourrie, Lynn & Jay, Mr. & Mrs. Destry
Matsui, Mr. & Mrs. Jason Imamura, Mr. & Mrs.
Jeffrey Takamine, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Oketani,
Denis Oketani, Mr. & Mrs. Harlan Asano, Mr. &
Mrs. Warren Miyasaki, Nicolette Takashige,
Gail Minami-Judd, Eve De Molin, Keith Higaki,
Eric Page, Jason Higaki, Amy Nishiura, Mr. &
Mrs. Jerry Kosora, Sadako Kato, Helen Matsui,
Pickens Kehrer, Sandy Takahashi, Mr. & Mrs.
Wayne Ohta, Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Oshiro,
Allison Shiigi, Cortnie Tanaka, Donna Mah,
Aileen Jervis, Mr. & Mrs. Ted Gumbs, Jerby Ito,
Len Shimabukuro, Mr. & Mrs. Casey Takamine,
Jan Kealoha-Nakano, Ivan Nakagawa, Mr. &
Mrs. Esteban Rabang, Jr., N. Nagamine,
Aileen Nagamine, Berni Ruis, Laverne
Miyazono, Deborah Aldrich, Mr. & Mrs. Wallace
Yoshiyama, Lauren Inaba, The Estebelles,
Deborah Chang, Laura Lynn Goodwin,
Tsuyuko Tanaka, Clayton Nishina, Tammy
Takamine, The Fujitani Family, Mr. & Mrs.
Robert Takamine, Kylie Aurello, Nadine
Bondallion, Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Forbes, Mike
Stolp, Mr. & Mrs. Donn Kansako, Duane
Nishimori, Luana Ogi, Arlene Takara, Honokaa
Heritage Center, Derice Padilla, Rachelle
Ducosh, John Arsenault, Liam Molina, Marie
Honda, Michael Abran, Mr. & Mrs. Cayden
Oshiro, Sam Bannister, Hilda Yagong, Leonard
Chow, Akiko Masuda, Lester Okunami &
Family, Terence Kato, Miyasaki-Kisubu Family,
Yoshiko Dacanay, Mr. & Mrs. Roy Saito,
Foothill College & Stanford University Hawaii
Indigenous Archaeology Field School Program.

And last but not least, we would like to
thank all the members and volunteers that
assisted HJM with donating their valuable
time to help us bring back our Obon
festivities this year!

Membership dues received and acknowledged:

Mark Nakashima, Cary Matsumoto



HISTORIC HAWAII FOUNDATION
GRANT UPDATE

HJM has until the end of 2022 to use the
balance of the grant monies and to submit a
final report of the work performed and
expenditures. Upcoming projects include
trenching & installing new PVC water lines to
all the structures, the cemetery and to the far
reaches of our parking field. Additionally we
are looking at some structural reinforcement of
the dining hall, temple stairs and most
importantly, the removal of built-up dirt fill
behind & beside the temple itself.

We are looking for volunteers to assist in the
new PVC pipe installation and also help
shoveling and wheelbarrowing loads of the dirt
fill that has built up around the pier blocks
where the posts that support the temple
structure sit.

If you are interested in volunteering to help us
with the ongoing grant projects, please send us
an email along with your contact info at:
contact@hamakuajodomission.org Please
include in your email what days and times you
are available to help. Your kokua is greatly
appreciated!

FRIENDLY REMINDERS

With electricity rates increasing over the past
few months, we need everyone's kokua in
helping us keep our energy costs down. Please
remember to turn off any light switches you
turn on inside the temple when leaving.

Membership Dues Reminder: If you have not
paid your membership dues ($60) for 2022,

please do so by sending in a check made
payable to: Hamakua Jodo Mission, P.O. Box
7, Honokaa, HI 96727.

BECOMING A HJM MEMBER OR
VOLUNTEER

Are you thinking of becoming a member of
HJM or a volunteer? If so, you can receive
additional information by calling us at (808)
775-0965 or sending us an email at:
contact@hamakuajodomission.org

We are always looking for people to help with
projects around the temple whether it involves
some physical labor, computer skills,
organizing, consulting, and more.

There is no pay involved, but the satisfaction
and sense of accomplishment you feel after
doing a good deed is immeasurable.

Our kupuna can’t do it alone. Members in their
80s and 90s have been doing everything
themselves for decades at HJM. It’s time they
have a well deserved break and have others
pitch in. We need to step up to the plate and
show them that people care about our temple
and are ready, willing and able to help.

We also have had several inquiries from
educational institutions and people visiting our
website asking us to host tours of the temple
and cemetery. We would like to find volunteers
who are well versed in the history of HJM that
are willing to become docents to conduct these
tours for us. Let us know!

CONTRIBUTIONS & SUBMISSIONS

Our newsletter exists for your reading
enjoyment. Please consider sharing your
memories, photos, stories, ideas and more to
us so we can include them in an upcoming
edition.

Submissions are welcomed via email at:
contact@hamakuajodomission.org

Your input can help make this newsletter a
source of community pride!
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